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“— TO OUR READERS, 


We beg to state that the “Tales of the Talmud” commenced in our first 
number, shall be continued as early as possible. | 


In the portion of ")[)? we find the following verse ; 


Ann my 


which we divide into three parts.—ist. Listening to those who wished to 


enquire of God: 2ndly. Administering justice between man and man; and 
3rdly. Instructing them in the statutes of God, and His laws. With regard 
to one portion, Jethro perceiving that the duties it imposed upon Moses 
were tov onerous, gave him the advice mentioned Exodus chap. 19, verse 19 
to 24; viz, that he should appoint worthy men to administer justice in his 
place, except in difficult cases, when they should refer to him. On this 
advice Moses acted, and we accordingly find that he delegated a part of his 
power to others, and thereby gave himself more time to instruct the children 
of Israel in the laws and statutes of God. These are expounded by the 
learned Jonathan Ben Uziel to be the various forms of prayer to be used in 
their holy assemblies, the ceremonies to be observed in visiting the sick, 
burying the dead, &c. The same exposition is likewise given in various 
parts of the talmud. From the first division of the text we are to understand 
that whenever Moses received any ordinance from the Almighty, lie used to 
-eommunicate it to the people, and give them the necessary explanations, 
that they might perfectly understand the nature of the precepts inculcated. 
On the second division we have already dwelt: from the third we infer that 
ISA Mw occupied the greater portion of his time during the forty 
years’ sojourn iv the wilderness, in benefitting the flock committed to his care; 
and in order that they might set a right value on the FYQ AIM Hwy 
80 miraculously delivered from Sinai, by the Supreme Himself; Moses daily 
instructed them in those ordinances which required exposition, that the 
children of Israel might be in every way qualified to serve their God with a 
perfect understanding, and that they might be well versed in every duty 
necessary to contribute to their happiness here and hereafter. This conduct 
on the part of Moses, is well worthy of imitation by our pastors of the present 
day ; if it be copied, there carn be no doubt but that our spiritual condition 
must be considerably ameliorated, and our religion confirmed on a sure 


dasis. 


f Weare indebted for the above article to ‘‘ Sigma: >? our cathineistiih will 
see we have taken some liberties with his letter, but as we have given the 


~ 


— 


entire substance of it, we trust that the passages we have omitted will not be | 


missed, nor our correspondent offended that we have pruned the tree, since 
we have left the trunk entire. 
Exposition of the portion 
This portion continues the account of the miracles wrought by the Almighty 
in behalf of our ancestors, and which we find begin at last to have some 
effect on the obduracy of Pharaoh, whose servants persuaded him. to rid 
himself of the children of Israel, and thereby be released from further 
incurring the wrath of God.—This advice the king at first feels disposed to 
adopt, but like all hardened sinners, he saw not the full extent of his crime, 
and instead of repenting in time, he persisted in his course of tyranny and 


Exodus, chap. 10, v. 1. 


_ Oppression, and thereby drew down on himself and his kingdom punish- 


ments even greater than they had previously suffered. When the whole land 
of Egypt was alive with locusts, which spread desolation and ruin over its 
fertile plains, Pharaoh, at length partially aroused to the awful nature of his 
position, allowed Moses to extort a promise from him that he would permit 
the Israelites to depart if the plague were removed ; but no soover was this 
effected by the prayers of Moses, than, no longer dreading the power which 
had ceased to afflict him, the king again refused to allow the Jews te depart, 
and again drew down the vengeance of insulted heaven. From this we may 
infer that although it is our duty to act properly, still we should not do so, 
solely because we are bound, or because we fear punishment if we fail in 
performing what is incumbent on us; but, that on the contrary, we should at 
all times love virtue for its own sake, and act in conformity with its dictates 
from pure love of the Almighty ; and this is what we would convey when we 


say we should worship God through the medium of our love, and not that. 


of our fear—true, we should fear God, but not as the rigid master who can 
punish, but as the parent for whom respect and veneration inspires a kind 
of awe, inseparable from the consideration of our own insignificance and 
His Almighty power. The last plague, independently of the deliverance it 
affected, is remarkable, as forming the commencement of our existence as 
a distinct nation, by the covenant formed between God and our ancestors, 
for the establishment of the festival of Passover, in commemoration of the 
passing of the destroying angel over the houses of the Israelites, when he 
smote the first-born of the Egyptians. What reflections should this net 
awaken in us, and how strictly should the redemption of the first-born, and 
their fasting on PIDD QW be observed, that we may prove we are not 
forgetful of the signal mercies we received in the persons of our forefathers ; 
and, indeed, as all our festivals are commemorative of some benefit conferred 
on us, we should at all times be strict in the observance of them, that we 


may evince our gratitude, and shew ourselves not unworthy of being the 
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descendants of those to whom the favor of Ileaven was so bounteously 
extended. The concluding verses of this portion are highly important, as 
inculcating one of our principal duti-s, viz., the insiruction of our children 
in the law of God. “And it shall ¢ when at some future time your son 
shall ask you the meaning of this, that you shall say to him, witit a strong 
hand the Eternal brou_ht us out from Egypt, from ihe house of bondage, &c.” 
Now, as the answer to the cuestion wil! of nevessity lead to an explanation of 
the miracles wrought in our favour at onr deliveranee from Ugypt, and as this 
will lead to an accovnt of the going down of Jacob, and the sxjournings of 
our nocestors in the wilderness, so it will ‘be the means of affording eveiy 
parent au opportunity of impressing on the mind of is child the importance 
and responsibility of his position as a Jew; and, therefore, a father who 
neglects ihis duty, is guilty ofa crime for which he not only renders himself 
liable in his own person, but also in that of his offspring, for how can he 
expect affection or gratitude to be implanted deeply iu the breast in which 
the has not previous!y made ‘ne seeds of piery to flouris') by nourishing it with 
the fertilizing streams of our holy religion. Let every father, then, remember, 
when oa our festivals ond sabbaths his children are assembled around bim, 
that in no way can he better occupy his time than in explaining to them the 
origin of the “ appointed time” they are met to celebrate, as by so doing he 
will not only he peforming the commands of the Almighty, but inculcating 
their observance in others. 

CHARITY & BENBVOLENCE CONSIDERED IN THEIR RELATIVE 
POSITION WITH SACRED AND PROFANE HISTORY. 


BY J.D. 


LETTER IV. 

The death of Jacob naturally leacts us on to some consideration of the 
character and disposition possessed by his children, as connected with our 
present subject, and particularly in reference to the feeling which pervaded 
the mines of Joseph's brethren ®t fiat period, namely, their suspicion that 
Joseph would now requite the evil they had done unto him. Now, although 
the prevalence of that feeling was enly consonant with that apparent want of 
!enevolence of disposition which they had evinced towards him -throughout 
life, still we must not view the mere outline of their conduct as indicative of 
the entire absence of any virtuous or moral principle within themselves; it 
must be admitted that Joseph himself had, ona former occasion, acted 
craftily towards them, in order to detain Benjamin with him; and it will be 
remembered that, in the same instance, Judah displayed strong feelings of 
filial duty and affection in his supplication to Joseph ‘o permit him to 
remain asa hostage, in order that Benjamin might rewrn to his father: 
however, therefore, we may deprecate the want of fraternal affection on the 
part of Joseph's brethren, in their earlier conduct towards: himself; and 
lLowever we may lament the inertness of those feelings of charity and bene- 
volence, which should, under every circumstance, have become identified 


with the duty they owed their father, we must make some allowance for. 


those hidden mysteries by which the wisdom of Providence has ultimately 
manifested itself, in the performance of those great results which have been 
produced from that and similar circumstances ; it is easy to account for the 
feeling of dislike which had engendered itself in the bosoms of Joseph's 
lhrethren, for, in addition to his being the favorite child of his aged parent, he 
had at an early age began to dispiay his vast knowledge and penetration, and 
had thereby excited the jealous feelings of his brothers, as he did afterwards, 
ly the same minocent cause, the envy of many oihers by whom he was 
surrounded in Pharaoli’s palace; it happened well for the nation that Pharaoh 
was not one of that cless, and that }edid not let a vitiated imagination, arising 
from a consciousness of regal dignity and self importance, blind bim against 
a proper discernment of the real merits of his servant; nor let that vain 
feeling of cGbstinacy operate on his mind, which drives some men on to 
prefer blundering in darkness, rather than to receive a ray of enlightenment 
from the torch-bearer who happens unconsciously to fall under the humour 
cf their disapprobation, or the excitement of their emulation ; this latter is an 
evil which, if once it take root, is not alone deep seated, but runs also along 
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_ reference to its grand cause; to the reflecting mind it cannot but appear an 


the superfices of men’s actions, innoculating all on whom it may in its 
prozress he enabled to ‘ngraft itself; and it is then, only by the impregnable 
bulwark of perseverance, and the altitude of a just and conscientious prin- 
ciple, that the meek and humble are fortified in their efforts to Cisseminate 
knowledge and afford insiruction; this example is fully illustrated in the 
hold and fearless manner in which Joseph continued to overcome all the | 
impediments which superior strengih endeavoured to ‘aise against him—firm 
in a virtuous cause, and impelled by av inspired feeling from heaven, neither 
his acts nor his interpretations were maiked by any personal presumption, 
but relying on the assistance of his God he conquered by submission, and 
yielded only to vanquish. 

Joseph’s death records another instance of the favor men lowe to their 
survivors for the care bestowed on teir remains, in returning them to the 
source from whence they received their only constituent porticn of mortality, 
to crumble and mingle with their parent earth. Joseph at his death pro 
phecied that God would visit the children cf Isvael to carry them out of the 
land of Egypt, into the land which he sware unto their fathers; and he 
therefore took an oat: of the childre» of Israel, tnat they would carry up his 
bones with them, a pledge that was duly fulfilled by Moses at the time of 
the departure from Fgypt; mow this extraordinary circumstance placed 
Josenh’s memory under a two-fold ob'igation to the services of his fellow. 
creatures; thereby establishing an evidence of the weakness of moriality, as 
well as of the exteht to which we are indebted equally to each) other for 
feelings of universal charity aud benevolence; and as a tinal proof that this 
last act of earthly ceremony must bear the character in which it is here 
described, even wlen abstractedly considered, and divested of any con- 
comitant motive of feeling, let me call your attention to what, in my opinion, 
forms the most sublime incident in the writings or history of ihe great 
prophet Moses. 

By Divine Omnipotence Moses was ‘rendered magnificently great—he was 
chosen of God to become the chief instrument of the wonderful works achieved 
for the welfare of His people—the glory and boundless power of the 
Almighty shone transcendantly bright over all the miracles performed by 
Moses, and they were greater and more numerous than those performed by 
any one prophet who arose after him; even Aaron and Miriam were re- 
proved of the Divinity concerning Moses, “And the Lord came down in 
the pillar of the cloud, and stoed at the door of the tabernacle and called 
Aaron and M:riam, and they both came ‘forth.” “ And he said, hear ndw 
my words, if there be a prophetamonz you, I, the lord; will make myself 
known unto him ina cream: my servant Moses is not s0, who is faithful 
in all mine hovse—with bim wiil I speak mouth to mouth, even apparently, . 
and not in dark speeches, and the similitude of the Lord shall he behold, 
wherefore, then, were ye not afraid to. speak against my servant Moses?” 
If, then, the power of the divine mission, which had rendered Moses so 
infinitely superior to his brethren, had ceased to extend its influence towards 
bim at the period of his death, Moses would have terminated a most brilliant 
career after the manuer of the common lot of all mankind, and he who had 
through d vine agency bestowed the most miraculous protection on thousands 
aud hundreds of thousands in his life, would by the manner of his leaving it 
have been subject to one miuor act of charitable feeling from them who had 
hitherto been depeadant on his greatness, which natural causes prevented the 
veturn of; but, no! that sublime superiority which had so exalted him on 
earth, was not to be tarnished in its magnificent lustre—and to convince us 
that he was selected of God to perform those stupendous acts which had 
been witnessed in h's life, even im his death the same power forsook him not; 
therefore, to render him still superior to any act of grace or favor within the 
power of those he had been ruler of, God translated the body—and buried 
him in a valley in the land of Moab, over against Beth-peor; but no man 
knoweth of his sepulchre unto this day. This circumstance, from its having — 
happened to one holding so exalted a station, has been too slightly passed 
over in connexion with the other miracles of that period, without any 


indisputable evidence indicative of the Divine will, to render complete a 
series of events impossible of occurrence without the interposition of an 
Omnipotent agency, It was allotted that Moses must die, for the sin of 
cisobedience had divested him of that perfection which immortalized his 
ancestor Enoch ; moreover God had said to Moses that he should not go 
over to Jordan ; yet the circumstance of his death did rot leave him inferior 
to the exalted state that he had hitherto enjoyed during his possession of the 
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divine confidence of the Almighty. This hypothesis may be further sus- 
tained by the fact that Moses retained the full vigour of all his faculties until 
the vital powers ceased to operate allogether—“ His eye was not dim, nor his 
natural force abated,”—and there can be n0 doubt that had it not been or- 
dained for man not to have to confer this last obligation in the burial of his 
earthly remains, Moses, like all his forefathers, would have given some 
instructions regarding his interment. Where history is so minute, and has 
descended from such high authority, it is improbable to suppose that Joshua, 
his next successor, would have refrained from recoiding a circumstance of 
so much importance to posterity, and (one reflecting at the same time so 
much dignity on his own eharacter, if we believe him to have known in any 
way the performance of the ceremony; nor can we attribute to him uch a 
want of fidelity in the omission of the event, when relating that portion which 
must necessarily have fallen to his own share, This division of the dis- 
tinguishing character of charity and benevolence forms the barrier which 
separates it from the state in which it was found in those countries where 
barbarism had not yielded to the moralizing powers of religious enlighten- 
ment, and on which I shall commence treating in my next letter, 


(To be Continued.) ‘ 


OUTLINES OF A PLAN FOR THE FORMATION OF A JEWISH 
| COLLEGE. | 
Submitted to a Committee of the Portuguese Congregation, in Junuary, 5600. 


That the several congregations in London (or throughout England) should 
unite for the purpose of founding and supporting as a national establishment, 
a Jewish College, for the study of our holy law, the promulgation of its 
divine truths, the diffusion of religious knowledge amongst the Jewish 
community, and the instruction and preparation of teachers for educating 
the Jewish youth; qualifying persons to fill the ecclesiastical and other 
offices in our congregations, (thereby preventing the necessity of having 
recourse to foreign countries for this purpose); and generally for promoting 
the spiritual welfare of our nation, and securing a firmgr adherence on 
the part of its members, to the duties and observances of our holy 
religion 

That such college shall consist of a president, or “ Ross,” two vice- 
presidents, and such number of students as the establishment may require, 
and the funds warrant. That the presicent and vice-presidents shall be 
individuals not only of the highest eminence in Hebrew literature, end of 
acknowledged merit—but also pozsessed of litera! acquirements, and have, 
if pussible, a competent knowledge of the English language, a. any rate, 
they shall be perfectly acquainted with one or more of the living tongues, 
say Spanish, German, French, or Italian. 


That each synagogue shall contribute annually a certain sum for the support 
of the College ; that the election of the president and vice-president shall be 
vested in the joint representatives of the several synagogues; and that each 
respectively, shall have the presentation of a certain number of students, in 
proportion to its contributions. : 


That a suitable building be provided with different. apartments for the 
purposes of study, to be carried on in conformity with a plan to be established 
for the purpose. That there be a theatre, or lecture roo attached to the 
building, wherein lectures on religious subjects shall from time to time be 
delivered, for the instruction and enlightenment of the Jewish community. | 


That the College shall be bound to issue periodically, to the members of 
the respective congrezations, (on a plan, and under regulatious to be deter! 
mined upon) religious tracts, or other works calenlated to enlighten the 
Jewish pation on the principles and tenets of our bh, religion, and on the 
several observances which are binding on us as Jews, and generally that it 
shall have under its charge and superintendance as it were, the moral and 
religious welfare of the nation. 

That it be matter for*consideration, whether it would be practicable to 
attach to the College, or have under its superintendence, some seminary or 
seminaries which might offer to the members of the Jewish community the 
opportunity of placing the education of the Jewish youth exclusively under 
the guidance of the College, and so combine a strictly religious education 
in the pure faith of our fathers, with that liberal and classical one which all 
parents must desire for their children, and which are offered to them in some 


of the public establisl:ments of this country. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE JEWISH CURONICLE. 


Sin,—Impressed with the conviction that the most essential benefit to be 
derived from a publication like yours, is the devotion of its columns in pro- 
moting the temporal as well as the spiritual welfare of the community at 
large, by giving publicity to passing events, Iam induced to solicit a comes 
for the following communication. On the 9th inst a meeting was convened 
of the Rate-payers belonging to the Spanish and Portuguese congregation, to 
confirm the proceedings of a former meeting, as without such confirmation 
they could not be carried into effect; yet although those proceedings 
included objects of viral importance to the well-being of the community, 
there were not to be found in all the City, thirty (righteous ?) men to come 
forth and save it from destruction, The reason of all {this is made manifest 
by the circumstances which occasioned it. There are among us some whose 
idols ace anarchy and disorganization, whose pastime is to ripen into per- 
fection feuds and discontent: and it is doubtless to the efforts of their 
ingenuity, and to the influence and persuasion used in their interposition, 
that we may ascribe the absence of many menibers who were thereby 
deterred from giving their attendance; and all this is done with the view of 
nevtralizing the rights and privileges of the rate-payers by rendering their 
meetings non-effective. 

Now, Sir, it happened that the meeting above referred to, was for the 
purpose of confirming the appointment of a Committee to take into their 
consideration the present condition of the congregation, with a view to the 
amelioration of the same; and among other improvements, it was intended 
to reduce the number required to form a quorum at the meetinys of the 
rate-payers from thi'ty to twenty, in the hope of constituting thereby a greater 
number of effective meetings ; thise measure has crated an alarm among the 
old fashioned monopolizers of power and control, or at least ainong those few 
who may be titled the feudatitces and the anarchites, who are strong adherents 
to the old-system of misrule, and the still worse system of taxation, sine 
representation. ‘hese few, fearing that although there may not be found 
thi: ty, ** Peradventure there shall be twenty found there,” and that the Lord 
would not destroy the City for the twenty’s sake, are endeavouring jo 
counteract the appo'ntment of the Committee, by the ingenious mode of 


‘delaying the next meeting uni the period allowed, by order, for confirming 


passed resolutions shall liave expired, The wardens, with a spirit of liberality 
highly meritorious, ae using every exertion to defeat the dishonest intent, 
and to preserve for the rate-payers those priviteges which for more than 


thirty years they were unjustly debarred from: with a view to this. effect they. 


have convened. a further meeting for Sunday nest, (after which time the 
resolutions will fall to the ground), and it is to be sincerely hoped that 
every well-wisher to the community will despise the sop'istry and subte:fuge 
that will be exercised in order.to betray him into the suicidal act of destroy- 
ing bis own individual rights, and that he will once again be found at. his 
post of duty on this emergent occasion. Let a/l menu unite upon the 
principle of an honest and caudid determination to uphold the primitive 
dignity, the ancient priority and importance of the (SY95DHD Pp"). 
Sephardiin of London—for if they do not—why then poor Sepha dim thou 
art fallen indeed—lI fear, like Lucifer, never to rise again. How different 
was the scene at a meeting holden a week prior, in the vestry of the synagogue, 
Duke's Place: there every countenance was aninated by the fervour working 
from within ; there liber y threw iuto the hands of the humblest individnal 
the power of expressing his opinion—of giving bis share of Sypport to the 


cause which did not fail to interest; bot I need not dilste further on the . 


subject, J will only say in the words of the immortal bard—look on this picture 
and on that—and thus leaving the climax to conjecture, subscribe myself, 
Yours 
— 5602. CENSORIOUCS., 
Rabbi Aaron delivered a discourse on Saturday last, in the hall of the 
Great Synagogue. The ‘earned lecture, pvinted out the oature of the ter. 
plagues that afflicted the Egyptiaos, and showed the similarity that exists 
between them and the ten commandments, slewing that they may be similarly 
divided) Rabbi Aaron also esplained the seeming imconsistency of the 
words used by God “I will harden Pharaoh's heart: showing that their 
meaning is that he did not receive the punishment visited on him witha 
becoming spirit, and that, therefore, hs heart, became hardened. On the 
whole this sermon was one of the best we ever beard the learned gentleman 


. deliver ; and we regret exceedingly the attendance was so thin. Rabbi Aaron 


will again lecture to-morrow, at one o'clock. 


. 
J 


Ney, 


* 
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DIALOGUE BETWEEN ABRAHAM, AND AN EGYPTIAN SAGE. 
(Continued from page 
The sage having requested Abraham to pause, that he might reflect 
on the astounding facts which had so struck him, the latter complied, and 
then continued as follows :-— 


My father was at a loss for a reply, so bursting open the door of our dwell- 
ing in a discomposed state of mind, he fled abroad, there, perhaps, to spread 
the. news of my daring deed. I say, perhaps, for, though the event fully 

authorizes me in this surmise, yet the honor and respect due to him who 

gave me birth, induces me to palliate his weakness and, by all means, to 
extenuate his faults, However, the report soon reached the ears of Nimrod, 
the tvrant of my country, and by his orders I was cast into prison. It was 
a dreary abode, yet not without its comforts, for so far from depressing my 
spirits, it rather afforded me an opportunity for pursuing my favourite, 
thoughts unmolested by those idolatrous pageantries, which, when atliberty, 
so fregvently intruded on my meditations. But, besides this gratification, 
there was something more, which made me totally disregard the gloominess 
of the objects around me,—this was a secret feeling, nay, I may term it, 
conscientiousness of a being then unknown to me, under whose protection 
1 thought myself. And, believe me, revered sage, that inward feeling did 
not deceive me, for, when after a long confinement I was summoned before 
Nimrod, who wished to compel me to worship his Gods, and T indignantly 
efused compliance, my -life was preserved in a most miraculous manner. 


Nimrod ordered me to be cast into a burning furnace, which had been 


lechted for mv destruction, and though it. surrounded me with a thousand 


livid deaths. IT came forth from it unscathed. The tyrant. now finding that 

| was beyond the reach of his power, dismissed me from his” presence, 

Stri tly enjoming me never again to make my appearance in his dominions. 

At any other time, such a command might have dismayed me, but, at that 

rroment, I could entertain no other feelings than those of the warmest grati- 

tude to the Being, by whose intervention the horrid contrivance of my op- 

pressor had becn deprived of its intended effects. ~The day was drawing to 

Nat lose, the evening shades were lengthening, a gloomy veil hung over the 

verdant meadows and giant rocks, and asolemn silence prevailed through- 

out nature - forth came the gentie moon, the regent of the night, her lustre 

itiumined the spacious realms around me, her bemgn aspeet spoke to my 

heart, and replete as this was with the feelings I have described, it excited 

me to adore her, in the belief of having discovered that invisible Being, the’ 
@nsciousness of whose existence had, from’ my childhood forced itself upon 

my imagination and was confirmed by my recent miraculous deliverance. 
But while | thus worshipped, and contemplated the scene in which I my- 

self was the principal actor, fatigue overcame me, and a gentle breeze lulled 

me into,that sleep from which [ was only to awake to the brightest and 

anost glorious day of my life. My narration has now brought me to an 
incident, the memory of which is indeed one of the most pleasing to me, 
but, lL apprehend I shall exhaust thy patience, by becoming too minute in 
my cetails. 


Sage. —Nay, revered Abraham, thy history excites my Ceepest intérest, and 


ifitbe net presumption in me, I earnestly entreat that thou wouldst not 
conceal from me aught of what appertains to what | deem, not only the 
his ory of thy life, but also, and in a nearer degree, that of the development 
of the Truth to which thou hast arrived. 


A.—\W ith thy permission, then, I will communicate to thee what I dreamt 
during my sleep. I saw the azute sky opening above me, a group of angels 
descended, and gently raising me from the spot on which I lay, bore me on 
their pinions, and ascended with meon high to the dwelling of the Almighty. 
I felt enraptured on approaching His throne, which was surrounded by num- 
berless choirs of celestial Beings who sang forth the praise of the Eternal 
King of Kings, I joined their hymas involuntarily as it were, and participated 
in the bliss, which prevailed throughout the realms of timmortality, With 
stich feelings | awoke, The pleasing images of my fancy had vanished, 
and with a trembling heart I directed my looks towards the supposed 
Deity, whom | had worshipped previous to my sleep—but, it had disap- 
peared, re I yet had Sufficient time to reflect on my rashness and folly, 


in having for an instant adored as the ruler of the universe, that which acts 
haut so subirdinate a partin it, a scene presented itself which, agitated as 
then was, could not failto stnke my imagination with ideas of grandeur 
awd sublimity. 


The sun was rising :—before his all-powerful rays every vestige of gloom 
was at once dispelled from the face of nature, which assumed the appear- 
ance ofa beautiful virgin, robed in her bridal garments. Indeed, every 
object around me gave indication of new life, vegetation, with all animate 
creatures seemed alike to unite inthe worship of their Maker. It was a 
heavenly delight to behold the waving ofthe plants, to hear the joyous bleat- 
ing of the grazing flocks and the melodious warbling of the plumed tribes; 
all forming one chorus and vieing with each other in doing homage to Him, 
that had wrought so happy achange and substituted light for darkness, Add 
to all this the suggestions of a vivid fancy, and the urging of the grateful 
sentiments which filled my heart, and thou wilt not wonder ‘at my telling 
thee, that I once more mistook effect for cause, or the created for the Creator. 
I fell prostrate to the ground and worshipped the sun, pouring forth the 
thankful effusions of my heart for his miraculous interposition on that 
awful occasion, when I was threatened witha most horrid death. But the 
delusion was not to be of long duration; I had scarcely taken full view of 
him whom I supposed to be my divine protector, when the clouds, agitated 
by aviolent storm, hurried: towards the spot upon which I gazed with 
adoration, and gradually hid the dazzling orb of fire from my sight. Though 
led astray by sudden emotions, [ was not so far blinded to sense and reason 
asnot immediately to deny omnipotence to a being, that was, obviously 
enough, subservient to an inferior portion of nature, ‘and had suffered a 
total defeat in the apparent struggle for superiority, in which he had for 
some time been engarved. Thus | was once more undeceived; but the dis- 
The effect of my marvellous dream during the 
preceding night was as yet too powerful on my imagination, and I was more 
than ever anxious to behold my divine. benefactor. 


appointment was grievous. 


I cast a seaiching glance 
around me—it was all solitude—no human being to afford me a moment’s 
relief from my anxiety—not even the sound of a human voice to gladden my 
ear;—there I stood, lonely and forsaken, the events of the previous day re- 
curred to my mind, and reminded me but too plainly of the dread sentence 
pronounced on me.by Nimrod. Iwas banished trom my fatherland ; banished 
from those fertile spots where in my infancy I had dwelt; from the paternal 
roof under which | had enjoyed comfort and protection; from the tender 
embraces of affectionate parents and relatives to whom I was attached by the 
bonds of filial and brotherly love---however widely we differed in our religi- 
ous sentiments and our ideas of the divinity. I knew not whither to bend 
my steps, | knew not to what land I should com e—what dangers I should. 
have to encounter on my journey, or what fate would await me. Nay, I 
asked myself, does the earth upon which I stand, do these lovely valleys, 
these fertile fields extend beyond the dominions of our tyrant, beyond the 
land of the Chaldees ? ShallI then find Him, whose spirit breathes within 
me, Him who protected me in the most imminent dangers, who loaded me 
with daily favours and was the delight of my existence. Reflections such as 
these had, for some moments made me unconscigus of what was passing 
around me, bat now the storm had increased in violence, and the azure fir- 
mament was overcast by heavy clouds. Sheets of lightening dazzled my 
feeble sight; the rolling thunder threatened to rend mountains and rocks, 
and all the elements seemed to have combined for the destruction of the 
earth. The grandeur of the scene, would almost have left me no douht. that 
this was the herald of the approaching divinity—but, far from it; G%d, 
who is as merciful as he is omnipotent, neither reigns with terror, nor does he 
make the raging elements the harbingers of His presence. The whole was 
but a preparation for a complete calm? which, indeed, soon after succeeded. 


‘And in that calm it was that all my dearest anticipations became realized, 


that all my doubts and longings were satisfied, and all my enquiries after my 
Creator crowned with the utmost success. A preternatural sensation per- 
vaded my limbs; and, but for the loud beating of my-heart, I should bave 
thought that my soul had divested itself of its mortal coil, and having soared 
aloft to the world of spirits, where I had fancied myself in my vision of the 
past night, was there ‘united with them in love and harmony. Gradually | 
fell into a state of insensibility ; heaven and earth appeared to me to be co- 
minzled and so solemn was the silence whjch prevailed throughout thei 
vastness, that every symptom of life seemed vanished. Butit would be im- 
possible to describe all I felt or all I saw in that memorable hour; for,-how- 
ever dear it then was to me, and however distinct the remembrance of it is 


even now in my mind, yet, my mouth could not utter what my eyes beheld. 


What I heard, I am alone permitted to repeat; the words that resounded 


" my oars I may proclaim to the world. In their recital I feel infinite de- 
Nght, for,they were the words of my God, the Creator of the universe, who in 
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His glory descended to reveal Himself to me, and spoke thus—“ Depart 
from thy country, from thy birth place, and from thy father’s house, unto the 
land that I will shew thee. And I will make of thee a great nation, I will 
bless thee, and make thy name great ; and thou shalt be a {blessing. I will 
bless them that bless thee, and him that curseth thee I will curse; and in 
thee shall all the families of the earth be blessed.” When these words had 
been spoken, the vision ceased, but not its effecton me. I, no longer was 
the man I had, till then, been; I had now found my God, He had com- 
municated with me, and endowed me with the supernatural faculty of clearly 
perceiving the truth—the {great sacred truth of the existence of a God, who 
had created heaven and earth, and who preserves and governs all things. To 
‘promulgate this truth, to rescue mankind from the darkness in which they 
grovel to free them from their prejudices, and to diffuse the best of all know- 
edge—the faith in one God among them has now become the grand, the 
only object of my life; for in the ignorance of that most invaluable truth con- 
sists all evil, and in the knowledge thereof all the happiness of mankind. 
(To be continued.) : 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE JEWISH CHRONICLE. 
“Gross ignorance descries no difficulties; a little learning is dangerous, a 
great deal is highly essential.” Ben Tuam. 


Sir.—My object in addressing you is to point out a defect of soserious a 
nature, that, I trust, I shall be excused for trespassing at some length on your 
valuable columns. Although we are daily boasting of the progress among us 
of civilization and religious knowledge, still it is lamentable to see the great 
want of general information existing among the Jews, more especially among 
the working classes. Remedies for this disease are being daily proposed, 
but I have not yet heard of one that appears to me efficient, although we 
have abundance of good schools, and lectures are every where delivered; but, 
Sir, theology is the universal theme, and although no better one could be 
found to satisfy our spiritual wants, still, as society is at present constituted, 
there are other subjects of equal importance to our temporal welfare, others 
most necessary to contribute to our social and intellectual refinement, and 
to prevent the majority of our brethren from following the inclination after 
worldly allurements so inmate to man. A plan is now in agitation for the 
establishment of a College, and it seems to promise some success, although 
I regret to see that even in an undertaking so national, unanimity does not 
prevail, still, a college, although it will undoubtedly contribute to the en- 
lightenment of our youth, will have no effect on those ofmature years—and 
while the rising generation, like the tender exotic, engrosses all the care of the 
gardener, the tree that has grown is left to the resources of nature, to produce 


its fruits, and no pains dre taken to render its condition more flourishing by » 


enriching the soil in which it stands. This is not fair, nor indeed can we 
hope for much success, for i¢ is impossible, or nearly so, to make the son 
virtuous, if we do not endeavour to make the futher set him a good example. 
What I propose, is, that we do act as our brethren in the provinces have done, 
and by providing a place where instructton may be combined with amusement, 
at once strike at the root of the evil. This may be done by establishing a 
literary and scientific institution, strictly Jewish, and similar to those already 
existing around us; there the affluent man might seek food for contemplation, 
the working man find a relaxation from the toils of the day, and that without 
resorting to those places of public entertainment, which are, at best, but 
incitemen!s to one species, or other of vice. This is not mere theory ; in 
provincial towns, whose whole population is not more than 4009, flourishing 
literary institutions exist, and surely the 30,000 Jews of London could support 
one equally as well. To the working classes, especially, I address myself, let 
them peruse the pages of history, and see there the giant studies that know- 
ledge has made, iet them remark how many humble individuals have wielded 
the sceptre of wisdom and raised themselves to the most lofty positions, and 
let them then reffect that the same career is open tothem, Trusting that 
some Gentleman of influence will interest bimself in the object 1 have 
proposed. 
I am, Your obedient Servant, 


Red Lion Street, 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE JEWISH CHRONICLE, 
Sir,—Having been referred to on a point in holy writ, and requested to 
give my Opinion on the subject through the, medium of some public jourual, 
and considering the peculiar erent of your excellent periodical to be the 


| 


- — 


extended to the sinner. 


— 


diffusion of Biblical Knowledge, [ shall feel obliged by the favor of your 
inserting the annexed in your valuable pages. 


The question put was, whether king David, in numbering the people 
acted imprudently or inadvertently ? My reply is, That David acted im- 
prudently, as will appear evident from the annexed explication of the sub- 
ject as extracted from the sacred volume. It is commanded in Exodus xxx 
12 “ When thou takest the sum of the children of Israel after their number, 
then shall they give every man a ransom for ‘his soul unto the Lord, when 
thou numberest them, that there be no plague among them, when thou nam- 
berest them.” The king of Israel was commanded at all times to have a 
copy of the law, written expressly for his own private use, so that he might 
be fully acquainted with all his duties, and thus be enabled to govern his 
nation with paternal care. Agreeably with this arrangement, king David must 
have known from the knowledge he had of the laws of God, that he had 
done wrong in numbering the people without the usual and prescribed cere- 
mony. But more especially are we convinced of the fact, on reference to the 
2ud verse of the 24th chapter of the 2nd book of Samuel. “ When king 
David directed Joab, the captain of the host,” “Go, number the people,” 
Joab expostulated on the impropriety of doing so, telling him, that no good 
could possibly accrue from it, but evil might. The king, however, insisted 
on having it done, and his orders were consequently obeyed. At the ex- 
piration of nine months and twenty days, Joab brought the muster of the 
people to the king, whose heart smote him, at the reflection that he had 
numbered the people notwithstanding the exhortation of the captain of his 
army. He confessed his sin before the Lord, and prayed to him to be par- 
doned for having acted as he expressed himself “ very foolishly.” King 
David knew that he had done wrong, and that he had acted impr ude ntly, in 
not having attended to the warning given him by Joab. 


In the 2ist chapter of the ist Book of Chronicles. where the history ts. 
recapitulated, it is written “And Satan stood up against Israel, and provoked 
David to number Israel”. The word Satan is here made use of, clearly to 
illustrate the passage in the Book of Samuel, where there occurs an ellipsis, 
not uncommon in the sacred wiitings. The english bible renders the verse in 
Samuel, thus ‘And he moved David to number the people”, leaving a doubt 
as to what or to whom the nominative applies. The learned Aimechi 
observes in his commentary, that the ellipsis mentioned is the word “ 55 
Heart’, and he renders the verse thus. ‘‘And David’s heart was moved by 
Satan”; an expression used in hebrew to signify an oppressor, or evil 
conscience. 


Now, if we reflect on the subject, and consider the punishment inflicted on 
David for the commission of the crime, can we for a moment suppose that the 
Almighty, who is all just and merciful, would punish a frail mortal for that 
which might have been done inadvertently ?, when on the contrary, we daily 
see many very heinous crimes committed imprudently, and yet mercy is 
David, sensible of his error and imprudence, in not 
following the good counsel of his captain Joab, confessed his sin, and prayed 
to the Lord, who directed the Prophet to lay before David three afflictions, 
that he might select one. He prayed that punishment be extended to him ; 
he alone having committed the crime, and not Israel. 


From the quotations here given, it must appear manifest that David acted 
imprudently, and not inadvertently, as is supposed by some--for in that 
case, the confessions made by David would be quite unnecessary. 

Having thus treated the subject compatibly with the construction of the 
language, and the context of the passages quoted, I trust my eudeavours-to 
satisfy the querist will prove successful; if on the contrary, ! shail be most 
happy to bear any exposition on the subject which may tend to elucidate the 
point In question, 


I have the pleasure to subscribe myself 


your constant reacer, 


i. A, H. 


QUALIFICATIONS NECESSARY FOR A tie 
Extracted from the “FAN YW, the OAH, and other reputed and 
acknowledged authorities—with remarks, 
(Continued from our tuet . 


It is, indispensable that he be a strictly religious character, that he 
be a meek man, and beloved ly all persons; agd that le be conversant 
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in “J3F\ (scripture) and in the whole of our holy PAW, that he may per- 
fectly understand the utterance of his lips, when he intercedes in behalf of 
the house of Israel. : 

It is very desirable that he have an agreeable voice and a clear delivery, 
but it is also contemptible that he prolong the service with unnecessary 
singing, in order to exhibit his vocal powers, to the inconvenience of the 
congregation. 

It is also"highly improper for a ]}P} to sing any other songs but thos? of 
sanctity, or4in:praises te, the Deity, in support of this the following verse is 
quoted, Ty 995% as thus explained ‘“Ye righteous, sing unto 
the Lord,” and as presuming the }}7} to be a righteous man, he is told that 
he should appropriate the gift the Almighty has endowed him with, to sing 
unto him in praise and thanksgiving ; but he must also be careful that such 
singing do not divert his attention, or interrupt the devotion in which the 
prayers and the blessings should be said. 


It is proper that the in should be the first person to enter the synagogue, 
and the lasi to guit it. Wiat disgrace does this }‘°} reflect on such as do 
not adhere to it, as is unfortunately too often the practice, it being both 
inconsistent, ciscreditable, and improp t such should not be closely 
observed. 


It is desirable t'.at a in be a man of knowledge and understanding, that 
his council may be resoited to in the affairs of the congregation if requ:red. 


We should stroncly impress on our minds, that in the time of the 
the Almighty made choice of the 5 (priests) to perform 
service in the holy sanctuary, wherein His glory rested; but by our sins 
and those of our forefathers, we have neither wtpOnm TVS) nor ta) to 
atone for us; we, therefore, pray that the utterance of our lips may be 
acceptable before him who will restore Israel to the holy land, and whom we 
supplicate to receive our offering in prayer, in the holy language, as in 
times of old,-~Amen. 


MISCELLANEOUS. | 
STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF THE PRINCIPAL JEWISH 
COMMUNITIES THROUGHOUT ENGLAND. 


Wootwicu is situated nine wiles from London, and four from Greenwich, 
the principal support of the place is the Dock-yard and the manufacture of 
ammunition for the navy. Woolwich being pleasantly situated on the Thames 
a convenient distance from the metropolis, .s frequented by much com- 
pany during the summer The market day is Friday. There are not more 
than five or six families of Jews, but they have a {4MPYyP ss They assembled 
for pul lic prayers, (or the first time on the new year, 5601, at the honse of 

Mrs Miers. 


Cuatnam is thirty miles from London, and is beautifully situated on the 
Medway, it has a dock-yard, ant is a depot for the army. The market day 
is’Saturday. There are a great number of Jews residing here, principally 
engaged in trade. ‘The congregation has been established rather more than 
ninety years, the synajogue is ta iligh-streel, and the burial ground is not far 
distant. The Wardeas foy this year are Messrs. Magnus and Simons. 
].“Alexander, Pse , is one of the leading men among our brethren. Rochester 
which joins Chatham. contaims a great number of Jews, who are members of 
the Chathain cons egaiion, 


The friends of Clarity, ay well as those desirous of an evening's amusement, 
will .o doubt be gratified to learn, tha‘ afler a lapse of two years, the annual 
Ball in aid of the (unds of the institution for the relief of the Indigent Blind 
of ovr persuasion, will be held this year at the London Tavern, on Tuesday, 


$rd February. \.ecennot vefer withovt pleasure, to the many agreeable hours: 


we have passed atthe above Balls, aud the reJection 1s readereG more grati- 
fying, by he knewtedce that our hours amusement were’also the means of 
affording comfort to those of ovr ‘ellow creatures, who most stand in need of 
assistance. The bind—tve poor blind. We cannot omit this opportunity 
of expressing our appiobation of the exe tious of the managers of these balls, 
for they are indced incefaugable ; and when we know thai of all charities, 

this alone is abased by no imposture, we feel assured thai the public will 
appreciste the intentions of its diveciors, and put them in a position to perpe- 
tuate the good, which since 1819 tvey have been censtantly effecting: As 
the number of tickets is limited we beg to recommend an early application. 

Surely the jair portion of oar readers will not think we presume, if we advise 

them to be present at the above Ball, bearing in mind that beauty has never 

such charms as when the smiles that adorn it, and shed a light on us, are 

ealled up to solace the tears of others to whoin the blessed sun is a stranger. 


oo — 


Srurr6ako.—On the 25th Anniversary of the accession of the present King, 
the Jewish residents here, (to celebrate the same,) collected six thousand 
dollars, to lay the foundation stone of an Orphan asylum. 


Tor1itz.—The Jewish community in Berlin, have collected five hundred 
dollars and presented them to the Bathing hospital here, that the Jewish poor 
may derive additional benefit therefrom. 


have been provided for. His literary aga will be published under 
the title of Biblical Zoology, by his friends, Mr. Talouricy ana Dr. Weyl, the 
latter intends publishing his poenis, aud a few schemes for the benefit of his 
widow, they will appear ina few days. | 


Oseaincetnemm, The 27th of last month, the new Synagogue was 
consecrated by the Rev. ‘Dr. Coberheim. Jt is built in an elegant and com- 
pletely eastern style. 


AMSTERDAM, The Count of Nassau has given the Jews. 1,500 crowns as a 
subscription for a New Synagogue which they intend building in the 
Hague. 


: —= 
Iraty.—The Ancona Jews have not only given voluntary subscriptions of 
12,000 scudi, for the reception of the Pope, but have presented him with a 
splendid Bible, the clasp of which is a large diamond. 


The AucssurGc Gazerre of the 7th, states that a modification of the 
present laws, respecting the Israelites in Pressia, is much spoken of; it 
is fsaid they will not only be able to enjoy their religion and worship to 
the fullest extent, but they will also be restored to their former dignity, 
which heretofore they have been deprived of. 


CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK, | 
Saturday 4th,—Shebath January 15th, Section of Law to be read R95 
Exodus, c. 10, v. t. Haphtoroth, Jeremiah c. 46, v. 13. 
Sabbath goes out—5 min. afier 5. 


Thursday ... 9 9th. 20th. 
Fridav—Sabbath Four o’Clock........ 10ih. 2ist. 


We are informed that the managers of the Western Philanthropic Society 
have engaged Drury Lane Theatre fora Benefit in aid of the: funds. : 


The Harmonious Knights’ Society, held at the Fishmouger’s Arms, Duke’s 
Place, Aldgate, distributed during the last fortnight to the Jewish poor seven 
hundred 4 pound loaves of Bread, and thirty tons of Coals 


— 


A Society has been formed by Jewish Juveniles. at the Golden Anchor, 
Leadenhall Street, called the “ Young Friends to Charity,” for distributing 
Bread and Coals to the indigent during the inclement se son of the year. 


The children in the Infant School, Houndsditch, are supplied twice a 
week with Soup and Meat,each child giving a wifling sum, aud the deficiency 
tending snch expence is kindly made up bythe benevolent exertions of Miss 
Ii. Isaacs. 


_ The Benevolent Hand Society held at the Fishmonger’s Arms, Duke’s 
Place, distributed to the poor Jews, during the last week, four hundred 
4 pound loaves of Bread, and three hundred and fifty 56 pounds of Coals. 


The Knights of the Lion, held at the Black Lion, Petticoat Lane, issued 
six hundred 4 pound loaves of Bread, and six huadred 56 pounds of Coals 
tickets, to their poorer Jewish brethren of that neighbourhood. 


S.—In an early number. 4 | 

M. J. M., & U Union.—Are we regret too long for insertion : their subjects 
are not of sufficient interest to warrant our giving them the space they require. 

J, (Exeter)—Will perceive we have already inserted one letter on the 
subject. 

Other Correspondents in our next. 
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Brruinx, Abraham Baseb, lately died aged 42. a man of profound learn- 
ing and inestimable character. He suffered long and severely, but kept 
to the last his confidence in God, He was perfectly versed in sevey langua- | 
ges and composed incomparable Hebrew poems. He _ was beloved and ; 
| esteemed by all who knew him, his two sons have been taken into the ' 
| Orphan School. and his poor & inconsolable widow and three little children 
| 
| 
| | \ | 
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| 
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| 
| 
\/ Our sketch of the Portuguese Infant School, entitled the “ Path of Truth,” 
is unavoidably postponed fur want of room; it shall appear as early as possible. 
TO OUR - CORRESPONDENTS. 
| 


